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LAWS OF PENNSYJNANIA, 

No. 159. 

AN ACT 

Regulating the selling, offering or exvosing for sale of agricul
tural seeds and mixtures of the same for seeding purposes ; 
forbidding the sale of seeds unfit for seeding purposes; and 
providing fer the prohibition of such sales by injunction; pro
viding for the ti.king and examination of samples of agricul
tural seeds by the Secretary of Agriculture and his agents, 
and the publication of information gained from such Pxamina
tions; pro,·icling for the enforcement of the act; and provid
ing penalties for its violation. 

Section 1. B;) it enacted, &c., That the term "agri
cultural seeds," as used in this act, shall include the 
seeds of Canada blue grass, Kentucky blue grass, brome 
grass, fescues, millets, tall meadow oat grass, orchard 
grass, redtop, Italian rye grass, kaffir corn, perennial 
rye grass, sorgl:urn, Sudan grass, timothy, alfalfa. al
silrn clover, crimson clover, red clover, sweet clover, 
white clover, Canada field peas, cow peas, soy beans, 
vetches, buckwteat, flax, rape, ba!·ley, field corn, oats, 
rye, wheat, and other grasses, legumes, cereals, and for
age plants and vegetables. The term "vegetable seeds" 
shall include all seeds which are commonly known as 
vegetable seeds, and which are of the kinds used for 
the purpose of raising garden and truck crops. ' 

Section 2. For the purposes of this act, the follow
ing shall be defined as noxious weeds: Wild onion or 
garlic (Allium Hpp.); quack grass ( Agropyron repens); 
dodders (Cu sci; ta spp.) ; Canada thistle ( Cirsium ar
rnnse) ; devil's paint brush ( Hieracium aurantiacum) ; 
king devil (HiPracium spp.) ; perennial sow thili:tle 
(Son ch us arvensis} ; horse nettle (Solan um Carolin
ense); bindweej (Convolvulus spp.). 

Section 3. l'or the purposes of this act, the term 
"weed seeds" shall include all seeds and bulblets of nox
ions weeds, anJ, in additior. thereto, all seeds other 
than agricultnrnl seeds. 

Section 4. It shall be unlawful to sell, offer for sale, 
or expose for sale any agricultural seeds, exclusive of 
vegetable seeds, as defined b section one of this act, 
for seeding pu:~poses, in bulk, package, or cop.tainers 
of ten ponnds or more, unless there shall be delivered 
to the pnrchas2r, or unless the package or container 
in which the Rn.me sh<ill be exposed or offered for sale 
shall have attached thereto in a conspicuous place on 
the exterior thereof, a tag or label, on which shall be 
plainly and lei:;ibly writte1; or printed in the English 
language the following information relating to such 
seeds: 

(a) Commonly accepted name of such agricultur
al seeds. 

(b) The approximate percentage, by Wf\igbt. of 
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purity, rueaning the freedom of such agricultural seeds 
from inert matter and from other seeds distinguished 
by their appearance. 

(c) The approximate total percentage, by weight, 
of weed seeds. 

(ii) The name and approximate _number pe~ ounce 
of each kind of the seeds er bulblets of noxious weeds 
which nre present sin:;)y or collectively, as follows: 

( 1) In excess of one seed or bulblet, in each five 
grams of timothy, redtop, tall meadow oat grass, or
chard grass, crested dogtail, Canada blne grass, Ken
tucky blnr gnss, fes~nes, brorne grasses, perPnnial and 
Italian rye grass, western rye grass, crimi,on clover, 
red clover, white clover, alsike clover, sweet clover, al
falfa, and all other grasses and clovers not otherwise 
classified. 

(2) In excess of one, in twenty-five grams of millets, 
rape, flax, and. othel' seeds not specified in one (1) or 
three ( 3) of this sut section. 

(3) In excess of one, in one hundred grams of 
wheat, oats, rye, barley, buckwheat, vetches, and other 
seeds as large as or larger than wheat. 

( e) The approximate percentage of germination of 
such agricultural seeds, together with the month and 
year in which the s.eed was tested: Provided, That 
this statement shall not be made a basis for prosecution 
under this section: And provided further, That, when
ever the Secretary of Agriculture shall test or cause 
to be tested immples of such seed, and shall pnblish 
the results of germination tests thereof, he shall, in 
such publication, state the inonth and the year in which 
his test was made, together with the month and year 
of test stated on the label. 

(f.) 'l'he fnll name and address of the vender of such 
agricultural seeds. 

(g) The country or locality of origin in the case 
of the followi.ng imported seeds: (one) Tnrkestan al
falfa; (two) Italian grown red clover; (three) Italian 
grown alfalfa; (four) red clover grown in Chili. 

Section 5. It shall be unlawful to sell, offer for sale, Sale of mixtures. 

or expose for sale, as a mixture, any mixture of agri-
cnltural seerls for 8eeding purposes which contains not 
more than two Jµnds of such seeds in excess of five per 
centum ({)%),by weight, each, in bulk, package, or con-
tainers of ten pounds or more, unless there shall be de· 
livered to the purchaser, or unless the package or con-
tainer in which the same shall be expof':ed or offered for 
sale shall have attached thereto in a conspirnons place 
on the exterior thereof. a tag or label. on which shall Label or tag. 

be plainly and le!!'ihl;v written or printed in the English 
language the following information relating to such content. or label. 

mixture: 
(a "i That such seeil is a mixt11re. 
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t b J 'l'he na lllC and a pproxima fr percentage, U.)' 
weight, of eac i kind of agricnltmal seed present in 
such mixture :.~1 excess of fi\'e per centum (5%), by 
weight, of the total mixture. 

( c) A pproxirnate perceut:lge, hy weight, of weed 
seeds. 

(d) The name and approximaie number per ouncl' 
of each kind o' the seeds or hull>lds of the noxious 
weeds which a1 P present singly or <'Ollt>ctively in excess 
of one seed oe k1lblet in each fifteen ( 15) grams of such 
rnixture. 

(e) 'l'he UJ.Ili'oximate pereentagr~ of germination 
in snch mixtm e in exc:>ss of ti\'e ppr centurn (57o), by 
weight, of eae:1 kirnl of agricultural seed peesent, to
gether with the month and year in which the seed was 
tested: l'rovi1le<l. That this statement shall not be 
mnile a basis fc:1· iwosecntion under this section: And 
provided further, That, wheneYer the Secretary of 
Agl'icnlturc shall test or cam;e to b1· tested samples of 
sudt seed, an<l shall puhfo;h the res1:lts of germination 
tests thereof, he shall, in :,mch pnllicatiun, state the 
month arnl tbe yeai· in which his t.est was made, to
gether with tlc month and year of test stated on th1~ 
label. 

(f) The fnll name and add1·ess of the vender of such 
Ill i Xtll l'PS. 

(g) The country or locality of ol"igin of the follow
ing imported 1<t>eds, if snch see<ls arc present: (one) 
T11rkcstan alfalfa; (two) ltalian wown red clover; 
(three) Italian grnwu alfalfa; (four) red clover grown 
in Chili. 

Section fi. It shall be nulawfnl to st'll, offer for sale, 
or expose for ~.ale, as a mixture, any mixture of agricul
tural seeds for seeding purposes, 01her than the mix
tures specified in section fiye of this act, in b11lk, pack
agPs, or co11tri112rs of eight ounces or more, unless 
there shall be <lelive1·ed to the 1mrchase1', or unless the 
package or container in which the rnme shall he offer
ed or exposed for l"al<> shall have a t1 ached thereto in a 
co11spicnous pace on the exterior thereof, a tag oe label, 
on whi<'h shall lJe plainly and legibly written or print
ed in the Bng·lish language the full-i\\·ing information 
relating to srch mixtnre: 

(a) That such seed is a mixture. 
( b) The n 1rne of each kind of ag1·icultu'~·al seed 

present in sn ~h mixti1re in excess of five per centum 
(5% ), by weight, of the total mixtm·e. 

(c) The approximate total perc1mtage, by weight, 
of weed see<li;. 

( d) Approximate percentage, by weight, of inert 
matter. 

(e) The name and approximate number per ounce 
.of each kiml of tho:> seeds or bulbleh~ of noxious weeds 



wltid1 a1·e p1·e:;t•11t :si11gly or collectively iu excess of 01w 

>1!'Pd 111· h!1ll1let in each ti1'1Pen (Hi 1 graws of snch rnix
t lll'e. 

(f) 'L'he full name and ad dregs of the vemler of such 
111ixt11re. 

(g) The country or locality of origin of the follow
ing imported seeds, if such sce<1s arc present: (one 1 

Turkestan alfalfa; (two) Italian grnwn red clover; 
t three) Italian gl'own alfalfa; (four) red clover 
grown in Chili. 

:-;ection 7. It shall bl' nnlawl'nl to sell, offer or expose 
for sale or distribution any agricultural seeds, 01· any 
111ixtul'e of the same, 1'01' seetling purposes, when s11eh 

· agricnltm·a l sec•ds or rnixtn1·es Rha·ll coutaii.l rnol'e than 
three ]Jer ccntu111 ( ;~%), by weigltt, of weed seeds, or 
shall contain one or more sePds of dorldcr ( Cuscuta 
spp.) or one or more see< ls of Canada thistle ( Cirsimn 
arvense), to firn grams of snclt seel} or mixture. Such 
agricultural seeds or mixtures are hereby declared to 
be unfit for seeding purposes, arnl their use for such 
purposes to be a menace to the public. 

Section 8. "'heuever the Secretary of .Agriculture 
1·eceives information that agricnlt11ral seedR, or any 
mixture of the same, which are hercinbefore de
clal'ed to be 11nlit fur seeding purposes, are being sold, 
offered for sale, or exposed for sale in this Common
wealth, and is of the opinion that the interests of the 
public so reqnirc, he may present to the conl't of com
mon pleas of the co1mty in which is located the resi
•lcncc Gr place of business of the person, firm, or cor
poration selling, offering for sale, OI' exposing for sal<' 
such seeds, his petition for an inj1mctiou to restrain 
the Rnme, and thereupon the conrt, IJeing satisfied that 
snch seeds arc IJeing sold, offered for. sale, or exposed 
for sn le, shall iss11e its injnnction to restrain such 
person, firm, or corporation from selling, offering for 
sale, or exposing for sale such seeds. 

Rection !l. 'l'lte Se('l'l'tary of Agricultl1re and his 
agents: 

(a) Shall have free access, at all n•asonable ho11rs, 
to any 1wemiscs or str11ct11rcs, to make examinations 
of a11y agricultural seeds or mixtnres intended for sale 
for seeding pnrposes, whether such seeds are upon the. 
premiRes of the owne1·, dealer in, or consignee of such 
seeds, or on the premiRes or in the possession of any 
warehonse, elevator, railway, or steamship company; 
and they are hereby an1 horized, upon notice to the own
er, dealer, or consignee, or his agent, or to the repre
sentativ:> of any wareh01rne, elevat01., railway, or steam
ship company, if prc.;ent, to take for test or anal~·sis, 
upon tendering the fair value thereof, a composite 
sample of such agricultural seeds or mixtures. 

Tn ease any sample, taken as herein provided, upon 
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test or analysis is found to fall below the statements 
on the tag or label attached to the container from which 
such sample was secured, or otherwise to violate any 
of the provisions of this act, the owner, dealer in, or 
consignee of the seeds t<>sted or analyzed shall be noti
fied, and a copy of said notice shall be delivered or 
mailed to the pe1·son, firm, or corporation whose tag or 
label was found affixed thereto. 

(b) Are hereby m1thorized to test or ai;ialyze any 
samples of agricultural seeds which may be snhmitted 
for those pnrpos2s hy any citizen of this Commonwealth, 
subject to such rules and regnlations as the Secretary 
of Agl'iculture :rn1y adopt.· The Reeretary of Agricul-. 
hue, by rule or regulation, may fix the maximum num
ber of samples which may be tested or analyzed for any 
one citizen wit:1in a given period of time. He shall, 
for each such test and analysis, charge and collect in 
advance a fee o' twenty-five cents. All fees paid under 
the provisions of this subsection shall be paid by the 
Secretary' of Agriculture into the State Treasury. 

(c) Are her.2hy authorized to publish, or canse to be 
published, in bnlletins or reports, any and all informa
tion obtained from tests or anal~·ses made by them nn
der the provisions of this act which the Secretary of 
Agricnltnre may deem proper for pnblication in the 
interest of the public, including the names and address
es of any perscns who have sold, offered for sale, or ex
posed for sale any agricultural seeds so tested or an
alyzed: Provided, however, That they shall not pnblish 
the name or ac·;dress of any citizen who shall have snb
mitted samples of Reeds for test ·or analysis nnder sub
section (b) her2of, bnt who has not sold, offered for sale, 
or exposed for sale any snch seeds. 

Section 10. Any one interfering with the person 
charged 'Yith '.:he enforcement of this act or any of his 
dnly anthorized agents when in the discharge of the 
dnties herein enjoined, or refusing such persons the 
privilege of entering any place to which nnder the pro
visions of th'.s act they shall have access, shall be 
guilty of a violation of this act. 

Rection 11. The Recretary of Agricnltnre is hereby 
specifically charged with t11e enforcement of the provi
sions of this act. He shall make any snch reasonable 
rules and regulationR, not inconsistent with this act, 
as be may deem necesrmry to secnre the efficient en
forcement thereof, and any such rule or regulation made 
by him shall he published in bnlletins or reports or in 
pamphlet form, and distributed to all persons who may 
apply therefor. 

Section 12. Tt shall be nnlawfnl to falsely mark or 
. label any agrieultmal seeds, or mixtnres thereof, req1iir
ed to be marked and lal1eled under the provisions of 
this ar1. 
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Section 13. Any person, copartnership, assoeiation, 
or corporation, and ~y officer, agent, servant, or 
employe thereof, violating any of the provisions of this 
act or any reasonable rule or regulation promulgated 
thereunder, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on 
conviction, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not more 
than two hundred dollars ($200) for each offense. All 
fines collected under authority of this act shall be paid 
to the Secretary of Agriculture or his agent, and shall 
be by them paid into the State Treasury. 

Section 14. Agricultural seeds, or mixtures of the 
same, shall be exempt from the provisions of this act: 

(a) When possessed, offered for sale, exposed for 
sale, or sold for food or feeding purposes only. 

(b) When sold for the purpose of being recleaned 
before being sold or exposed for sale for seeding pur
poses. 

( c) When 'stored for the purpose of recleaning, or 
not possessed, sold, or offered for sale for seeding pur
poses within the State: Provided, That whenever, in any 
prosecution brought for a violation of the provisions of 
this act, the defendant shall defend upon the ground 
that any seeds were sold, offered for sale, or exposed for 
sale for seeding purposes outside of this State. the bur
den of proving such fact shall rest upon such t.:'.>l'<'ndant. 

Section 15. This act shall take effect and be in force 
on and after the first day of July, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-one. 

Section 16. The act of General Assembly, ap· 
proved the twenty-ninth day of April, Anno Domini one 
thousand nine hundred and thirteen (Pamphlet Laws, 
one hundred and twenty-seven), entitled "An act to 
regulate the sale of certain seeds; providing for the se
lection of samples thereof, and their examination by 
the Department of Agriculture, and the 'publication of 
information concerning the same; providing also for 
the enforcement of the act; and fixing penalties for its 
violation," and •all other acts or parts of acts inconsist
ent herewith are hereby repeale.d. 

APPROVED~The 26th day of April, A. D. 1921. 

Wl\I. C. SPROUL. 

21 Laws. 
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